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ressional Digest 


A Pro & Con Monthly® 


—— 1921, and for three generations, Congressional 
Digest, A Pro & Con Monthly® has continued the 
tradition set by its founder, 
educating citizens by providing an “impartial view of 
controversial issues in Congress.” 

Alice Robinson prided herself on the magazine’s un- 
biased reporting and presentation of balanced arguments 
in a Pro & Con® section. A founder of the Women’s Na- 
tional Press Club in Washington, D.C., in 1919, Robinson 
wrote in her memoirs that the Digest only used “signed 
statements” and took no editorial positions. When Mem- 
bers of Congress offered to buy the Digest in the early 
1920s, she refused, insisting that the backing of Congress 
would destroy the magazine’s value since there would al- 
ways be a majority viewpoint that would “immediately 
make the publication’s impartiality suspect.” 

An active participant in the women’s suffrage move- 


I 
i 


nent, Robinson learned early on the power of standing up 
for one’s beliefs. She was arrested in 1918 for protesting, 
with other female activists, the seven-month sentence im- 
posed on Alice Paul, the movement's leader. Paul had been 
convicted of “obstructing traffic” while picketing for the 
right to vote. In prison, Robinson and other activists refused 
to eat or perform prison labor in protest against the Wilson 
\dministration’s unwillingness to recognize their status as 
political prisoners. 

While in prison, Robinson drew the attention of none 
other than the President. “As the youngest hunger-striker,” 
she wrote, “I was found to be subject to anemia, and my 
physical decline soon brought the White House physician 
himself to my bedside. He had been smuggled in to avoid 
the reporters.” 

Soon afterward, “because of [the physician’s]| report of 
my possible demise ... or the fact that Thanksgiving, the 
Nation’s great feast day, lay just ahead, President Wilson 
apparently could not face the disgrace of having American 
women languishing in jail 
democracy at home while he was making the world ‘safe 
for democracy’ abroad.” 

The President issued a full pardon, and on the day be- 
fore Thanksgiving, the picketers were released. They were 


driven “with great fanfare and a caravan of limousines, 
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Alice Gram Robinson, of 


women who were asking for 


including one from the White House laden with fruit and 
flowers,” back to the Dolley Madison mansion where their 
protest had begun. By June 1919, Congress had approved 
the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution, granting 
women the right to vote, and in 1920, it became law. 

By then, Robinson had come to believe strongly in the 
importance of informing the new woman voter, writing that 
“with so much propaganda ... the women were going to be 
new victims, and with little defense.” The best way to pre- 
vent the newly franchised voter from being intimidated or 
influenced by the actions and rhetoric of Congress, she 
decided, was through a publication that presented, in fac- 
ing columns, opposing views on controversial national 
questions. That way, if a woman “became enthused about 
some new Federal proposal, she could consult the oppo- 
site page and soon find out its shortcomings.” 


In addition to informing new 


voters, Congressional 
Digest proved beneficial to educational institutions. With 
the torrent of new legislative initiatives during the New 
Deal, “the need increased for more information about the 
U.S. Congress,” Robinson wrote. The publication soon 
became an important resource in libraries, high schools, and 
universities. 

\lice Robinson’s husband, Norborne T.N. Robinson, Jr. 

a professional writer and newspaper reporter, and a 
founder of the National Press Club in 1908 — helped her in 
many ways. His unwavering support of his wife’s endeav- 
ors eased her struggle in the “man’s world” of reporting. 
Later, their son stepped into the role of publisher and met 
the challenge of putting out a legislative publication in an- 
other era of controversial political issues — all the while, 
maintaining the magazine’s impartial focus. 

Today, Congressional Digest continues under the di- 
rection of Page Robinson Thomas (the granddaughter of 
\lice Gram Robinson), and her husband, R. Griffith Tho- 
mas who, as Publisher, oversees the daily operations. 

In recent years, the company has added two new pub- 
lications, Supreme Court Debates, International Debates, 
and an online database — Pro & Con Online. As always, 
the Congressional Digest Corp. remains true to its original 
mission, recording — for current and future readers — the 
important issues of our times. 
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“There is always a temptation in my teaching to influence students by telling them what I think. Congressional 
Digest helps me rein in that temptation by giving the background students n eed to form their own opinions. And 
by presenting an issue in a Pro & Con format.” Prof. Edward A. Dougherty, Corning (NY) Community College 


Dear Independent Thinker, 


Allow me to introduce you to Pro & Con Online, an online database of Congressional Digest, Supreme Court Debates, 
International Debates and Teaching Resources to help you incorporate current issues into your curriculum. 


For over 80 years, Congressional Digest has been giving readers the facts, then getting out of their way. 


Eighty years? That’s right. We’ve been in business more than three-quarters of a century. Presenting both sides of the 


major issues of the day for an audience of informed, thinking Americans. 


Glitz and hype don’t last 80 years. You'll never find either one in Congressional Digest, Supreme Court Debates, or 
International Debates. 


You won't find commercial advertising either. Call us old-fashioned, but we believe the presence of corporate advertising 


could compromise our independence and impartiality. So we just refuse it. 


Pro & Con Online continues this tradition. Discover for yourself the satisfaction of getting unbiased, objective reports 
on the leading issues of the day in an online format. Use our searchable database to get the complete history of an issue 
as it has evolved. Reports you can act on. Reports you can trust. 


But we don’t expect you to take these claims on faith. Say YES to Pro & Con Online. We'll immediately give you an 
Introductory Membership absolutely FREE. 


Enclose a copy of this letter and we'll send an invoice for a one-year subscription. But don’t pay it until you have 
examined your FREE Introductory Membership. We don’t want a nickel from you until you are absolutely satisfied that 
Pro & Con Online is everything we say it is. 


Informative. Balanced. Impartial. Unbiased. Trustworthy. 


Sincerely, 


Lr Tung. 


Griff Thomas, Publisher 
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